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The fantastic new novel by Antonia Michaelis: street urchin Rabé's search for 
happiness 

When eleven-year-old Madagascan street urchin Rabé discovers a magic casket, his life changes 
instantly. For it contains a treasure map which leads to a place deep in the jungle. Together with 
the German boy Benja, Rabé sets off to find the treasure. But who is the hunchbacked old 
woman whom they keep encountering? Why is the man in the SUV following them? And what is 
the connection between the treasure and little Kintana and the old magician? The boys finally 
unconver the secret of the casket, its former owners, and a tragic disaster from years ago… 

• A wonderful dream and a dangerous treasure hunt through the Madagascan jungle: the 
street urchin Rabé searches for happiness. 

• The great new children’s novel by Antonia Michaelis: exciting, emotional, and 
unputdownable. 

• Antonia Michaelis enchants us in an extraordinary setting that is full of magic. 
• Current topic: the refugee crisis has aroused children’s interest in how people live in 

Africa. 
• Each chapter is illustrated with superbly atmospheric vignettes by Sanna Wandtke. 
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Long summary: 

“In the City of Cities there are two things, Rabé, that you can do. Die the death of deaths or live 
the life of lives. Are you listening, Rabé? The best and most wonderful of all lives. You must 
decide…Don’t be like the others. The greybrowns. Don’t be like them, Rabé – otherwise you’ll be 
stuck here for the rest of your days.” 

This is the advice Koto gives to the eleven-year-old Rabé. Koto is really just another of the street 
urchins, but he’s a bit cleaner, a bit wiser, and a bit more of a friend to Rabé than any of the 
others. And he has this strange, age-old, gigantic suitcase which he always carries around with 
him, and in which he even sleeps at night. Some people say the suitcase has magic powers. 

But one day Koto has an accident and disappears without a trace. The suitcase is left behind, and 
Rabé inherits it. In a secret compartment he finds four things: the photo of a little girl who 
seems to be looking straight into his heart, a few old and barely legible newspaper cuttings, a 
bundle of banknotes and a treasure map. He decides to go to the place in the jungle which is 
marked by a cross on the map, and he wonders what might await him there. 

He is lucky enough to meet Benja, the boy with the golden hair and bright eyes. He is bored with 
staying at home behind high walls and wants to accompany Rabé to the jungle. Perhaps he will 
find a medicinal plant there that will make his mother happy again. Benja takes his ring-tailed 
lemur and his magic box with him. 

On the way they meet lots of people. These include some natives who recognize the suitcase. 
Didn’t it once belong to the old sorcerer. The one who wove magic spells and gave out healing 
juices? And then there’s the old woman with laced-up boots and a hood over her head, who 
keeps watching them from a distance and who sings at night? Is she a sorceress too? And there’s 
Ndrema. Of all people there has to be Ndrema, the leader of the street children from the great 
city and Rabé’s arch enemy, who likes nothing better than to start a fight. And he has a burning 
desire to get hold of the treasure map in the suitcase. 

During a quiet moment, Benja takes some of the newspaper cuttings out of the suitcase and 
reads them to Rabé. The boys learn that the girl in the photo is called Kintana, which means 
‘star’ and she has a magical voice that can heal people. Then there’s an illegible text that 
mentions an appearance at a stadium… 

Ndrema never gives up his pursuit of them. And finally the two boys fall into the hands of the 
man who is paying him, an unscrupulous hotel owner. He too knows about the secret treasure in 
the jungle, as a European had told him about it ten years ago. He wants more money so that he 
can build more hotels. Benja and Rabé manage to escape from his clutches by the skin of their 
teeth. 

After a perilous flight along a raging river, a broken arm, fever and an uncontrollable forest fire, 
the two boys finally reach the place where Kintana and the treasure are supposed to be. In the 
meantime, they have learned that the old sorcerer also lives there. And now at last they hear the 
whole story of Kintana, the suitcase and the sorcerer. They are told about the terrible whirlwind 
which ten years ago tore her family apart in the stadium. In the end, they succeed in reuniting 
the family, because now it becomes clear what they have really been looking for. The treasure is 
happiness. 
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From Germany to Madagascar – Antonia Michaelis and her family have made 
the great leap: since late 2018 they have been living on the island east of 
Africa. Antonia would not be Antonia if writing books was her only occupation, and so she is 
actively involved with the little school in the village of Talata. A new building is urgently needed, 
and there you will find her not only digging with her spade or pushing her wheelbarrow, but 
also giving and getting financial aid. As people have to pay to go to school in Madagascar, and 
many families are too poor to afford the fees, she has set up a sponsorship programme. Those 
who take part will pay the fees for a child. You can see the sponsorship programme and also 
how to make donations on the following websites: 

https://www.antonia-michaelis.de/blog/unterstuetzen/ 

https://www.betterplace.org/de/projects/70413-rettet-die-dorfschule-fur-die-kinder-aus-
talata-in-madagaskar 

On Das Blaubeerhaus (Blueberry House): 

“A first-class adventure story full of suspense and magic” (literaturmarkt.info) 

On Tankstellenchips (Petrol Station Chips): 

“Antonia Michaelis is Germany’s best author (of books for young adults). No one else can touch 
her narrative skills. Her novels are pure poetry, full of emotion and the finest pleasures of 
reading. These release  such quantities of endorphin that the heart of every girl or woman will 
simply leap higher and higher. From the very first page and indeed the very first sentence of 
Tankstellenchips, one is made to feel quite dizzy. Such glorious entertainment cannot fail to 
bring a smile to everyone’s face. 

[…] 

Tankstellenschips is a crazy piece of fun for the reader, but it never degenerates into farce, 
because for all its light-heartedness, it continually touches on serious subjects.” (Brigitte) 

“The award-winning children’s author Antonia Michaelis has succeeded in creating an 
unmistakable sound with her writing. Through the eyes of a refugee she takes the reader with 
her on a journey across Germany – and at one and the same time the tale of this journey is 
clever, comic, witty and heartwarming.” (Abi Unicum) 

https://www.antonia-michaelis.de/blog/unterstuetzen/
https://www.betterplace.org/de/projects/70413-rettet-die-dorfschule-fur-die-kinder-aus-talata-in-madagaskar
https://www.betterplace.org/de/projects/70413-rettet-die-dorfschule-fur-die-kinder-aus-talata-in-madagaskar

