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Antonia Michaelis knows what children dream of  

“When the wind blows in from the North-east, the mill comes alive.” And that’s when adventure 
is on its way to Liv and her three sisters, and their home, the mill, becomes an enchanted place. 
One morning, the mill is a palace and the girls are princesses. But then Princess Jorunn is 
kidnapped! Her sisters set out on a perilous search to find her. Their journey takes them along 
the banks of the torrential river to the castle, where the evil water troll lives. Now the girls have 
to muster all their courage and all their cleverness to free their sister. 

• Magical mix of fairy tale, adventure, nature, solidarity and a shudder 

• With picturesque illustrations by Claudia Carls, illustrator of The Bilberry House 

• The Mill Children have what it takes to become a modern classic 

For license inquiries please contact: rights@verlagsgruppe-oetinger.de  
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Contents "When the wind blows in from the North-east, the mill comes alive!" 

And that's when adventure whirls its way into the lives of the four 

children who live in the old mill: eight-year-old first-person narrator 

Liv and her sisters Marit (10), Jorunn (3) and Tuuli (2).  

It happens again that evening. The girls can already sense the change 

in the air which means everything is going to be turned upside 

down… 

The next morning they awake not in their mill, but in a castle. And 

they are no longer the daughters of a writer, but of a king. As if that 

weren't enough, Jorunn suddenly disappears without trace from the 

mill-stream. Marit and Liv set out to find her. A perilous journey 

down the river ensues. Seven black swans tell them which way to go - 

but their boat capsizes in a huge enchanted wave, and they only just 

manage to save themselves. A subterranean tunnel full of bats and a 

waterfall almost claim their lives. Fortunately Nök, the Lord of the 

Waters, rescues them and takes them to his castle .. a trap, as Marit 

and Liv come to realise! For Nök isn't the kind Prince he purports to 

be. All of a sudden, he transforms himself into a hideous Water Troll! 

It was he who captured Jorunn - and now her two sisters are locked 

in a dark dungeon as well. It takes all their ingenuity and strength to 

escape from the evil troll, but they eventually manage it with the help 

of a water-rat family. Together, they make their way home - and how 

wonderful it is to see the brightly lit windows and to have a waft of 

baked potatoes … And at that very moment, the wind abates. The 

castle turns back into a mill, and they find Mum sitting by the 

fireside, reading a book.  

Background information The Mill Children was inspired by Antonia Michaelis' own four 

children. 

Sales pitch What if your home were the gateway to an enchanted world full of 

magic and adventure? 
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- Fairy-tale, adventure, magic, freedom, nature and sisterly 

solidarity combined with a pinch of fear. Antonia Michaelis has an 

instinctive understanding for the dreams of her child readers. 

- With magical illustrations by Claudia Carls, illustrator of 

Blaubeerhaus (Blueberry House) 

- Superbly written by top author Antonia Michaelis 

- The Mill Children has all the hallmarks of a modern classic 

Reviews "A 5-star reading adventure, full of thrills and magic." 

(literaturmarkt.info review of Blaubeerhaus) 

"Antonia Michaelis is Germany's finest (children's) author. No other 

writer can tell a story in the way that she can. Her novels are pure 

poetry; they are full of feeling and transport the reader into an 

entirely different world. The endorphins released by reading this 

kind of fiction completely transform the existences of its female 

readership, at least while they are devouring it. "Tankstellenchips" 

(Gas Station Chips) is truly breathtaking, right from the very first 

sentence. A work of this brilliance will make anyone smile." (Review 

of Tankstellenchips) 

"Tankstellenchips is a crazy rollercoaster of a read. It never descends 

into absurdity because, for all its lightness, it touches on serious 

themes." (Brigitte) 

"Prizewinning children's author Antonia Michaelis has a quite unique 

and poetic style. From the viewpoint of a refugee, she takes the 

reader on a journey right across Germany. The result is at once 

clever, quirky, funny and heart-warming." (Abi Unicum) 

Author biography Antonia Michaelis was born in North Germany in 1979, and grew up 

in South Germany. Upon leaving school, she spent time travelling 

abroad, working in places such as southern India, Nepal and Peru. 

While studying medicine in Greifswald, she began publishing stories 

for children and young adults. She is now a full-time writer, and lives 

http://literaturmarkt.info/
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with her cat, her husband, four children and 3,000 square metres of 

nettles near to the Isle of Usedom. 

Bibliography (children’s 

books) 

- Das Blaubeerhaus (The Blueberry House), 352 pages, September 

2015. More than 50,000 copies sold (2.8.19) 
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