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Picture-book classic by Paul Maar with new illustations by Günther Jakobs 

Today is a very special day - for it’s the little mouse’s birthday. This obviously calls for a 
celebration, and so she invites all her friends to a party: the elephant, the pig, the hopping 
kangaroo and the little penguin, among others. They have a fabulous party, and then it’s time to 
go home. A cheerful rhyming book, perfect for first birthday parties! The very youngest children 
will be delighted by Paul Maar’s verse and illustrations. 
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Paul Maar was born in Schweinfurt, Germany, in 1937. He studied painting and 
art history, and is one of Germany’s most successful and versatile authors of 
books for children and young adults, as well as theatre plays and screenplays.  He writes, illustrates 
and translates, and in many of his books, he displays an astonishing verbal virtuosity, with poems, 
rhymes and puzzles that use words and expressions in totally unexpected ways. (Can we leave out 
the example – unless it’s already known in UK and USA?)  His story about the little mouse and her 
birthday guests has long been seen as a picture  book classic.  (Again the examples won’t mean 
much unless they are known over here. If so, do we have the English titles?) He has received many 
important awards, including the German Jugendliteraturpreis for his life’s work, the Friedrich-
Rückert Prize, and the E.T.A.-Hoffmann Prize. 
 
 
Today’s the birthday of the mouse, 
And there’s a party at her house. 
 
Which animals has she invited? 
Their presents make her all excited! 
 
 
X 4 
 
********************************************* 
The animals sit down to eat, 
The birthday cake’s a special treat. 
One guest is missing. Are you able 
To see who’s not yet at the table? 
 
******************************************** 
Now they’re dancing – kangaroo, 
Pig and penguin, elephant too. 
They’ll soon be dancing round the house 
To the merry music of the mouse. 
 
******************************************** 
 
When midnight comes, the dancing ends. 
It’s bedtime now for mouse and friends, 
Who say goodbye and go their way 
After their perfect party day. 
 
******************************************* 


