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When your beloved pet dies: ideal for families with children 

Ellie and her dog Karlo have been inseparable since forever. Ellie can’t imagine a life without 
Karlo. But one day she comes home from school to find him not there. Ellie has never been so 
sad. What can you do if you haven’t been able to say goodbye to your best friend? Fortunately, 
anything is possible in the realm of dreams. And so Ellie and Karlo meet in their secret place in 
the garden and have one final adventure with the glow worms. 

• Helps children to put the inexplicable into words 

• Beautiful, colourful illustrations on every page 
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One day Ellie came home from school. 

As always, she couldn’t wait to see Karlo, 

the best dog in the world. 

But only her mum was there. 

 

She put her arms tightly round Ellie. 

Something felt different. 

Mum stroked her hair and looked at her, her eyes filled with sorrow. 

And then she said that Karlo was dead. 

 

Ellie’s heart was a void. 

Whom could she entrust with her secrets now? 

Who was going to share in her adventures? 

 

Today of all days, when she was going to show him the tent in the garden, 

Karlo wasn’t there. 

 

Ellie was inconsolable. 

Mum and Dad were too. 

Ellie could tell that they missed Karlo as much as she did. 

 

The moon was high in the sky when something awoke her. 

A damp nose was touching her face. 

Karlo was sitting beside her. 

Much bigger and brighter than she remembered him. 



 

© Dressler Verlag GmbH, Hamburg 

rights@verlagsgruppe-oetinger.de 

The sight of him filled her with such delight that her heart skipped a beat. 

 

He carried her out into the garden. 

It felt as if her sadness would be swept away by the wind. 

 

Glow-worms were whirring all around them.  

They were twinkling like stars. However they weren’t in the sky,  

but in between blades of grass, bushes and trees. 

Ellie and Karlo romped around and caught a couple of them. 

 

It was now nice and bright and very cosy in the tent. 

Far lovelier than Ellie had imagined it.  

She thought back to their adventures and about all the things 

they had done together. 

And Ellie realised that her heart wasn’t empty, for Karlo was still within it. 

 

At some point, Ellie found herself lying in her bed again. Karlo had gone. 

She began to miss him, but it didn’t make her quite so sad this time.  

 

She absolutely had to tell her parents about their adventure! 

Mum and Dad were in the sitting room, embroidering Karlo’s cushion. 

It looked as if they were embroidering the glow-worms’ light into the fabric. 

 

Now the cushion would forever remind her of that night. 

Ellie’s heart felt big and warm. It had space to hold everything she loved. 


